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BUSFIN 1200: Personal Finance 
Fall 2016 

 
Course Description and Syllabus 
Instructor: Matt Sheridan, CFA 

Lecture: SB315 Tu Th 8:00 a.m. - 9:20 a.m. 
Office: 306 Fisher Hall     Phone: 614-688-1297 

Email: Sheridan.146@osu.edu    
Office Hours: Tu Th 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Course Description: 
This course is designed to teach the principles of personal finance. The course will cover personal 
financial management, planning, consumer financial institutions, taxes, use of credit, student loans, auto 
loans, home mortgages, insurance, and investing.  
 
Prerequisites:  Not open to students with credit for BUSFIN220 
 
Required Readings: Weekly articles and primers will be posted on Carmen.  You are expected to read 
all posted material prior to class and come to class prepared to discuss the readings.  
 
Course Schedule:  
The following schedule is tentative and subject to change based on how the class progresses. 

Date Topic 

8/23 Intro, Overview & Motivation, Psychology Of Purchase Decisions 

8/25 
Career, Productivity, Savings vs. Debt, Opportunity Costs in Financial Decision 
Making 

8/30 Time value of Money , the Impact of Inflation 

9/1 Financial Statements, Budgeting  & Planning 

9/6 
Overview of Financial Institutions I: Consumer Banks, Credit Unions, and Insurance 
Companies 

9/8 Types of Bank Accounts  

9/13 Overview of Financial Institutions II: Fund Companies and Pensions 

9/15 Alternative Institutions: Peer to Peer Lenders, Pay Day & Title Loans, Catch-up 
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9/20 Exam 1 

9/22 Types of Taxes, Tax Planning 

9/27 Credit Scoring – FICO, Identity Theft  

9/29 Unsecured Consumer Credit & Student Loans 

10/4 Auto Financing 

10/6 Housing: Renting vs. Buying  

10/11 Housing Bubble’s Lasting Impacts, Intro Home Mortgages 

10/13 Autumn Break - NO CLASS 

10/18 Home Mortgages II, Home Equity Loans, & HELOCs, Catch-up 

10/20 Exam  2 

10/25 Insurance: Health, Auto, Renters/Homeowners, Life, Umbrella 

10/27 Insurance continued, Overview of Assets, Behavioral Finance 

11/1 Equities 

11/3 Fixed Income 

11/8 Real Estate &  Other Alternative Investments 

11/10 Exam # 3 

11/15 ETF's and Mutual Funds 

11/17 Retirement Advisors & Brokerage Firms 

11/22 Retirement Planning 401K & IRAs 

11/24 Thanksgiving - NO CLASS 

11/29 Later in life events: 529 Plans & Estate Planning 

12/1 Debt Reduction Strategies, Catch-up  

12/6 FINAL EXAM 
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Class Format: 
This class meets twice per week. Regular class attendance is expected. Please feel free to ask questions 
during lecture.  Lecture notes will be on Carmen at least 24 hours in advance of class. I will also use 
Carmen to distribute emails to the class and post supplemental information.  
 
Grading:  
Quizzes/ Homework Assignments 15% 

Two highest during the semester Exams 50% 

Mandatory Cumulative Final Exam 35% 

No extra credit offered. Grades will be determined at the end of the term. Any curve, if there is one, is set at that time. 
 
Exams: There will be 3 exams over the course of the semester, but only two will be used to calculate 
your final grade.  Your lowest exam score will be dropped.  There will be no makeup exams for any 
reason.  If you are absent from an exam, it will count as the exam that is dropped from your final grade. 
 
All exams, including the final, are closed book, closed notes exams.  No study sheets, crib notes or other 
aids will be allowed.  You can expect time pressure on the exams.  The exams will cover material 
covered in the assigned readings and class discussions. 
 
The exams are designed to test students’ abilities to solve problems and recall and organize information 
rapidly.  Exam questions will require you to know definitions of key concepts, be able to explain 
concepts, require you to tie concepts together, expect you to apply concepts to real world situations, 
and be able to solve and interpret basic mathematical problems.   
 
Quizzes: There will be approximately weekly quizzes or homework assignments.  The quizzes will be 
posted on Carmen and the homework assignments will be announced only in class.  All quizzes must be 
completed and submitted each Sunday night by 10 p.m. The quizzes can be found under the Quizzes tab 
in Carmen.  You will have one hour to complete each quiz. You will only receive credit for answers that 
are submitted by the deadline.  No quiz extensions or make-ups will be offered. It is your responsibility 
to check Carmen every week to see if a quiz is posted.   
 
The quizzes are designed to help prepare you for the exams.  The questions on the homework 
assignments, some of which will be conceptual, others mathematical, and still others application based, 
will help you prepare for the exams.   
 
Final Exam: The final exam will cover all of the topics covered over the course of the semester. Absences 
from the final will only be excused for the most serious of reasons and documented by an appropriately 
accredited professional (i.e., a medical doctor).  
 
Students with Disabilities: 
The Office of Disability Services verifies students with specific disabilities and develops strategies to 
meet the needs of those students. Students requiring accommodations based on identified disabilities 
should contact me at the beginning of the semester to discuss his or her individual needs. All students 
with a specific disability are encouraged to contact the Office of Disability Services to explore the 
potential accommodations available to them.  



Page 4 of 4 
 

 
Academic Integrity:  
All students enrolled in this course are responsible for abiding by the guidelines outlined in the 
University’s Code of Student Conduct. According to University Rule 3335-31-02, all suspected cases of 
academic misconduct will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  The sanctions 
for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the 
University.  
 
Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in teaching, 
research, and other educational and scholarly activities. Thus, The Ohio State University and the 
Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the 
University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly 
assignments with fairness and honesty. Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and 
guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute 
“Academic Misconduct.” The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) 
defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the 
University, or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not 
limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and 
possession of unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the University’s Code of 
Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you 
review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct 
 
Disenrollment:  
Fisher College University Rule 3335-8-33 provides that a student may be disenrolled after the third 
instructional day of the quarter, the first Friday of the quarter, or the student’s second class session of 
the course, whichever occurs first, if the student fails to attend the scheduled course without giving 
prior notification to the instructor.  
 
NOTE:  The University and College expectation is that students spend two hours outside of class for 
every hour spent in class. Since this course meets 3 hours per week, you should expect to spend 6 
hours per week outside of class on course-related work.   Thus, you should be spending at least six 
hours per week outside of class on this course alone.  That time should be spent reading the required 
material, taking notes on what you were reading, rewriting your class notes, meeting with class 
colleagues in going over what you have learned (note:  this does NOT mean merely reading your notes 
back and forth to each other), working on homework problems, reading current business press to see 
how concepts learned tie into the course, thinking about how the course concepts tie together, thinking 
about how the concepts discussed in this course tie in with concepts discussed in other courses, testing 
yourself to see if you can explain, in your own words, the concepts discussed in the class and how they 
tie together, and coming up with your own version of exam questions.  And, finally, visiting the 
instructors in their respective offices. 
 


