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Manchester Business School - Manchester, England: From a Student’s Perspective

This booklet is designed by past Student Exchange participants in order to share their experience and knowledge 
with students participating in the Fisher International Student Exchange. Items in this booklet are not endorsed by the 
Office of Global Business at Fisher College and information contained in this booklet is subject to change.

AccommodAtions
University Housing 

•	 The	majority	of	students	use	the	student	housing	available	through	the	University.	The	housing	process	is	quite	
easy. 

•	 University	housing	is	located	at	Owens	Park	in	Fallowfield.	This	is	a	famous	area	for	student	housing,	so	much	so	
that it has its own Wikipedia page. Fallowfield is about a 10-15 minute bus to campus. 

•	 Each	hall	is	set	up	like	a	dorm,	but	is	sectioned	into	units	with	up	to	8	students;	each	with	his	or	her	own	bedroom	
and shared bathrooms, kitchen, common area and laundry. All students have their own room, but there is more 
shared space. Four boys are on one floor and four girls are on another. The guys and girls each have their own 
bathroom on their floor. On each one of the floors there is a large kitchen and dining table. 

•	 Students	have	the	option	of	either	catered	or	non-catered	living	arrangements.	The	catered	option	means	that	
a cook provides scheduled meals to everyone in the house or dorm. This includes breakfast and dinner, but no 
lunch. These meals are offered Monday through Friday, and not on weekends. 

o	It	is	important	to	note	that	breakfast	is	quite	early,	usually	7:30-9:30	am.	Students	have	said	that	the	breakfast	
has many options, but the same dishes daily. 

o	Dinner	is	only	from	about	5:15	-7:00	pm.	Students	have	stated	that	the	dinner	meals	are	not	up	to	par	with	the	
commons at OSU but nonetheless have a selection of meat, veggies, potatoes, and desserts. 

•	 This	is	a	great	option	for	socializing	with	people	that	live	in	the	rooms	around	you.	
•	 The	non-catered	option	is	similar	yet	without	the	cook.	Again	most	of	the	students	placed	together	in	this	housing	

option	are	exchange	students	which	allows	for	social	interaction,	but	are	required	to	cook	for	themselves.	
•	 Students	will	receive	a	housing	document	from	the	University	of	Manchester	with	which	they	can	select	the	

type of housing they choose. After filling this out, students will return the document to the International 
Programs Office (IPO) which will in turn bundle them and send them back to Manchester. Students have had 
success	in	requesting	to	live	near	friends	by	adding	a	post-it	note	to	the	housing	document.		However,	in	some	
circumstances, Manchester was unable to give students their top dormitory choices. 

•	 Students	are	able	to	pay	with	a	US	debit	card	at	the	reception	area	to	pay	the	remainder	of	the	room	and	board	
fees of the university. Students that paid when they accepted their housing online had a less stressful time upon 
arrival due to the fact that they did not have to worry about when, where and how to pay the remainder of the 
fees. 

•	 Students	can	purchase	needed	items	such	as	hangers	and	towels	at	the	local	supermarket,	Sainsbury’s.	Primark	
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near city center is also a great place to buy pillows, laundry baskets, blankets and other essentials for a relatively 
inexpensive price. Bedding can also be purchased at the front desk of the hall. If you’re not picky these wacky 
patterned alternatives are suitable option. Students have suggested waiting to see the bedding at the front desk 
before deciding.

•	 Student	dorms	are	about	10-15	minutes	from	campus	but	there	are	plenty	of	fun	bars	and	places	to	eat	nearby.	
Plus, the majority of the students live there or nearby.

Private Accommodation  
•	 Housing	not	run	by	the	University	is	also	available	in	Fallowfield,	but	may	be	more	difficult	to	secure	for	an	

international student.
•	 Facebook	Marketplace	can	be	a	way	to	find	a	sublease	for	the	semester.	Just	as	Fisher	students	are	travelling	

abroad during the fall or spring, so too are students from Manchester.
•	 Beware	of	Craigslist.	There	are	a	number	of	scams	out	there	and	it	has	happened	to	Fisher	students	in	the	past.	If	

you are unsure, ask for help from the Fisher International Programs Office staff.

Early Arrival  
•	 Storage	lockers	can	be	used	when	traveling	before	moving	in	to	scheduled	accommodation.	These	are	available	at	

places such as train stations. Students should do their own research to find a place that is reliable and safe to store 
their luggage.  

documents
Passport  

•	 Passports	should	be	secured	as	soon	as	possible.	They	are	required	for	not	only	travel	overseas,	but	also	for	
application to Manchester among other things. 

•	 Check	the	expiration	date.	In	the	past	students	have	failed	to	realize	that	their	passports	expire	during	their	trip	
which can cause serious issues with reentry to the United States. 

•	 It	is	a	good	idea	to	keep	several	copies	of	all	relevant	documents	on	you	at	all	times:	licenses,	residency	cards,	
passports,	visas,	enrollment	verifications,	whatever	has	been	issued	to	you.	This	is	not	required	but	you	may	find	
yourself in a situation in which these things would be extremely helpful to have and save time.

Student Visa  
•	 The	rules	on	student	visas	are	constantly	changing,	for	comprehensive	and	updated	instructions	on	securing	a	U.K.	

visa, students should visit www.ukvisas.gov.uk. 
•	 Past	students	have	described	the	visa	process	for	traveling	to	the	U.K.	painstaking.	Sometimes	the	process	

description	can	be	confusing	and	the	delay	can	be	quite	long.	Therefore	students	are	encouraged	to	get	started	
early and to make sure that all of their materials are in order and correctly filed the first time. Checking and 
rechecking that all information is correct and verified is important. 

•	 Any	U.K.	consulate	or	local	USCIS	Application	Support	Center	can	be	used	for	fingerprinting.	
•	 When	materials	are	ready,	they	are	to	be	mailed	to	the	U.K.	Consulate	in	Chicago.	Turnover	is	expected	to	be	

about 10 business days but students are encouraged to allow additional time before traveling to account for busy 
periods.

•	 Recent	U.S.	students	got	student	visitor	visas	and	claimed	that	they	worked	well	the	entire	trip.	Unless	you	are	
planning	on	working	while	in	the	UK,	there	is	no	need	to	get	a	Tier	4	visa.	The	Manchester	International	Advice	
team	is	very	helpful	with	any	questions	that	you	may	have.	Also,	http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/,	has	been		
convenient	for	answering	and	processing	questions	that	may	arise.	

Manchester Business School - Manchester, England: From a Student’s Perspective



3

•	 If	students	have	any	questions	about	obtaining	a	visa,	Travel	Solutions	can	help.	Found	here:	http://controller.osu.
edu/travel/travel-agencies.shtm.	Or	call	Travel	Solutions	by	phone	at	877-678-8785	or	614-750-4020,	and	ask	for	a	
Visa Expert.

•	 The	students	that	traveled	to	Manchester	in	2011	have	said	that	you	don’t	need	to	get	a	visa	as	long	as	you	are	an	
American	citizen.	All	that	needs	to	be	done	for	them	was	to	bring	proper	documentation	to	immigration.	Make	
sure	to	check	with	the	Embassy	webpage	since	visa	processing	for	the	UK	is	constantly	changing.

Proof of Enrollment  
•	 Manchester	Business	School	will	provide	students	with	a	formal	document	for	proof	of	enrollment.	This	should	

arrive after the application process while students are still in the US. 
•	 When	arriving	in	the	UK	for	the	first	time,	students	are	reminded	to	have	their	proof	of	enrollment,	student	

visa, and bank letter as these are likely to be 
requested	at	customs.

Health Insurance
•	 Ohio	State	requires	that	outgoing	students	

purchase the HTH Supplemental Insurance, 
this will cover the student’s time while 
studying. However, if a student decided to 
travel before or after specific program dates, 
the HTH supplemental insurance will not 
cover any illness or injury. It is recommended 
that students contact their health insurance 
providers before traveling. In the case that a 
student	requires	medical	attention	out	of	the	
HTH	time	period,	it	is	important	to	know	how	to	deal	with	copayments,	insurance,	etc.	Specific	questions	about	
health insurance can be directed to OIA (Office of International Affairs).  

Food And drink
On Campus

•	 The	catered	food	option	for	university	housing	can	be	a	nice	way	to	socialize,	but	past	students	were	not	
impressed	with	the	quality	of	the	food.	That	said,	it	should	be	understood	that	the	UK	is	not	generally	known	for	
food. Therefore, students that would rather not cook can save money with this option, rather than consistently 
eating out.  

o Students have found that they did not have to buy a lot of kitchen supplies. They bought minimal essentials, 
such	as	silverware,	cups,	plates,	etc.	and	shared	other	supplies	with	UK	students.	Take	this	into	consideration	
when considering the catered and non-catered options. 

Grocery Stores
•	 The	largest	grocery	store	in	Fallowfield	is	called	Sainsbury’s.	This	style	of	shopping	should	be	familiar	to	US	

students as it is a large scale store resembling a Giant Eagle. Sainsbury’s is within walking distance of residence 
halls. 

Dining
•			Past	students	have	noted	the	food	selection	as	being	subpar	and	to	not	be	disappointed
•	 Curry	Mile	is	literally	a	mile	worth	of	curry	and	kebab	restaurants.	This	comes	highly	recommended	both	from	past	
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students traveling to Manchester as well as local students. 
•	 Grand	Central	is	a	fast	food	option	around	Manchester	and	one	can	be	found	in	Fallowfield.	All	pints	are	about	2	

pounds and pub food is about 5-8 pounds.
•	 Kebab	King,	directly	across	from	Fallowfield	is	great	for	their	inexpensive	kebabs	and	chips	(Manchester	slang	for	

extra	thick	fries!)	Kebabs	are	popular	and	is	a	huge	naan	(thick	type	of	pita/wrap	that	is	really	good)	with	meat,	
lettuce, and sauces in it.

•	 Though	it	is	no	longer	served	in	old	newspaper,	one	food	that	England	is	known	for	is	fish	and	chips.	There	are	a	
number of spots in Fallowfield that offer this authentic English food. Students should ask their local mates for a tip. 

•	 Manchester	offers	a	Christmas	market	in	the	downtown	area	during	the	month	of	December.	At	this	market,	
students can eat and drink in a merry open air atmosphere while getting a true taste of English holiday cheer! Do 
not miss this, there is nothing like it in the US and is bound to get you in the holiday spirit! 

money
Using an ATM 

•	 Though	additional	costs	may	be	incurred,	using	an	American	bank	card	at	an	ATM	can	be	a	quick	and	easy	way	to	
withdraw cash. Withdrawals will be made in Pounds but will show up on an account statement as withdrawals in 
the appropriate amount of dollars. 

•	 While	cash	is	the	only	form	of	payment	taken	at	many	places,	be	smart	about	the	amount	that	you	carry	at	any	
given time. Carrying an excessive amount of money makes you more vulnerable in certain situations. The stores 
that have high price tags will most likely take credit cards. 

•	 In	Manchester,	it	is	more	common	to	use	cash	in	restaurants	to	facilitate	splitting	the	bill.	ATMs	are	readily	available	
and easy to find. It is best to check with one’s American bank to estimate the additional expenses of foreign 
withdrawals.  

•	 When	arriving	to	Europe	it	is	always	a	wise	decision	to	have	a	small	amount	of	pounds	and	euro	already	converted.	
•	 If	planning	to	open	a	new	account	with	an	American	bank	that	does	not	charge	high	fees,	Bank	of	America	is	a	

great option because they have a partnership with Barclays, a popular English bank.

Establishing a bank account in your host country
•	 Students	living	in	university	housing	will	not	need	to	establish	a	bank	account.		For	those	that	need	to	establish	an	

account for use with private accommodation, NatWest is recommended. 

Manchester Business School - Manchester, England: From a Student’s Perspective



5

•	 Students	may	save	money	on	credit	card	service	charges	by	opening	an	account	at	a	local	bank.	The	host	
university may be able to help in this process. Some students have found that it may not be worth the time and 
effort	to	do;	they	would	rather	utilize	their	American	cards	despite	the	fees.

Credit and bank cards 
•	 American	credit	cards	are	accepted	at	most	establishments.	Because	the	card	is	generally	not	equipped	with	a	

security chip, students must notify the cashier of the foreign card and ask for the card to be swiped. Similarly, 
American debit cards are accepted at grocery stores. 

•	 Capital	One	offers	credit	cards	that	do	not	charge	international	fees.	This	can	save	a	significant	amount	over	the	
duration of travel. Look into all options to see what will work best for your circumstance. 

•	 Again,	make	sure	you	check	bank	fees.	If	students	choose	to	use	their	card	for	minor	purchases	the	fees	can	accrue	
quickly.	It	is	a	better	idea	to	carry	some	cash	around	with	you	for	this	reason.	

•	 Students	are	encouraged	to	write	down	the	customer	service	numbers	on	all	credit	cards	and	keep	the	numbers	
with them in case cards are stolen and cancellation is necessary.

Travelers Checks 
•	 Though	travelers’	checks	may	have	once	been	the	safest	way	to	manage	money	while	traveling,	they	may	not	be	

the best option. Traveler’s checks are only good once converted to the Pound. Therefore, if a student plans to use 
traveler’s checks, it is recommended that this be only part of the whole money management scheme.

Other
•	 Past	students	have	recommended	having	backup	solutions	to	problems	you	might	

face in advance. For example losing your credit card. Come up with a backup plan 
to what you would do if this were to happen because it takes a while to get a new 
credit card to be sent overseas. (i.e.: have a second credit card stored in a different 
place, pay for the entire group dinner when going out and then have everyone pay 
back in cash, etc.) (2013)

•	 Past	students	have	recommended	making	a	rough	budget	for	your	expenses	abroad	
to avoid missing out in activities at the end of the semester.  For example, one 
student limited her expenses to  $2000 a month while abroad. (2013)

For more information about using credit cards and ATMs while abroad, visit: http://www.
flyerguide.com/wiki/index.php/Credit/Debit/ATM_Cards_and_Foreign_Exchange 

Phone And internet
Using a phone from home 

•	 If	planning	to	use	a	phone	from	home,	do	your	homework	with	respect	to	cost.	In	the	past	students	have	realized	
that using devices with international capabilities can be much more expensive than planned. 

•	 An	international	SIM	card	will	be	necessary,	and	can	be	purchased	at	a	phone	outlet	upon	arriving.	This	has	proven	
to be the best option for students. Blackberry users have to pay a fee to have the phone ‘unlocked,’ but most others 
do not. For some Iphones, they do not have compatible SIM card options. Check with your phone company about 
your iphone before traveling. 

Buying an international phone
•	 Students	can	go	to	any	of	the	phone	providers	in	Manchester	to	purchase	a	prepaid	phone	with	top	up	credit	

(phone time). After the initial purchase students can buy top up credit at grocery, post office, or convenient stores 
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around the city. 
•	 Phones	and	plans	can	be	as	cheap	or	expensive	as	the	student	makes	them.	An	unlocked	phone	can	be	purchased	

anywhere from 20 euro, and top up can cost anywhere from 20 to 50 euro per month depending on usage. 
•	 Recommended	brands	include	Vodafone,	Lebara,	O2,	Virgin	Mobile,	T-Mobile,	and	Orange.	Lebara	is	great	for	

students as it offers free texting to other Lebara customers. O2 allows students to use IPhone for both phone and 
internet. IPhone users can turn internet on and off as needed to limit spending.

•	 When	entering	and	exiting	other	countries	in	Europe,	be	aware	if	your	provider	has	additional	fees	when	leaving	
their specified range. 

•	 For	purchase	of	phones	and	SIM	cards,	students	can	visit	the	outlet	of	the	various	mobile	carriers	in	downtown	
Manchester or at any grocery store. Top up can be purchased at any ATM, Tesco, or Sainsbury’s. 

•	 Vodafone	offers	different	types	of	monthly	plans,	as	well	as	the	option	to	simply	put	credit	on	your	phone	to	call	
within	the	UK	or	to	the	US.

•	 “Orange”	has	unlimited	texting	for	5	British	Pounds.
•	 You	can	find	phones	on	sale	at	“Curry	Mile”	and	“Top	Up”.

Internet 
•	 Ethernet	plugs	are	available	in	each	room	of	the	residence	halls.	Purchasing	

an Ethernet cable might be necessary but students have been provided with 
one in the past. 

•	 	Wireless	internet	is	available	on	campus,	but	not	in	the	residence	halls.	
•	 A	few	places	in	Fallowfield	have	wireless	including	Starbucks,	McDonalds,	

and a few of the local pubs. Students have used these meeting places for 
group projects in the past.  

•	 The	business	school	at	the	university	has	a	great	computer	lab	similar	to	
the ones at Fisher which provides access to printing at a low per sheet cost. 
There is also a computer lab in with printing available at in Owens Park. 

International Communication 
•	 When	calling	home,	Skype	video	use	is	free	with	wifi	access!	This	is	a	great	option	for	keeping	in	touch	with	friends	

and family from home as well as those met while traveling. 
o Help parents and friends set up and learn how to use Skype before traveling. 
o Purchasing Skype credit allows students to call a landline or a cell phone back home at lower rates. When 

internet is available this can reduce the hassle involved with international calling cards.  Users can also pay 
$6-$10 for a month of unlimited calls to any landline or cell phone in the U.S. from their computers.  

•	 G-chat	is	also	a	favorite	channel	of	communication	for	students.	It	has	a	G-Video	option	as	well.	It	can	be	more	
convenient than Skype because it is more user-friendly.  Which mode of communication you choose ultimately 
depends on your preferences. It is recommended to explore both programs before departure so you can inform 
family members which you will be using. 

•	 If	you	want	friends	to	be	able	to	call	you,	leave	voicemails,	or	leave	text	messages	like	a	regular	cell	phone,	you	
can	sign	up	for	Google	voice.	You	will	need	to	use	a	VPN	(virtual	private	network)	but	students	have	said	that	it	
is well worth it. With Google voice, you receive a US telephone number that works like a landline. If you have to 
make business calls while abroad, this can be a great tool! For more information go to: http://www.google.com/
googlevoice/about.html. 
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sAFety tiPs
•	 Students	will	find	that	Fallowfield	is	full	of	students	and	is	therefore	quite	safe.	This	is	due	to	the	fact	that	there	is	a	

constant flow of people combined with the vast presence of campus police. 
•	 Despite	being	generally	safe,	Manchester	has	a	number	of	dark	alleys	which	should	be	avoided.
•	 For	students	who	choose	to	use	a	bicycle,	beware;	bike	theft	is	common.	Students	should	take	precaution	by	

always locking their bikes. 
•	 Be	aware	of	all	surroundings	and	keep	your	items	close	to	you	at	all	times.	If	staying	in	hostels	it	is	advised	to	bring	

a lock to protect your valuables. Avoid bringing anything of extreme sentimental value. 
•		Keep	emergency	numbers	specific	to	your	host	country	with	you	at	all	times.

trAnsPortAtion And trAvel 
Around Manchester

•	 Students	will	find	that	walking	is	common,	both	around	the	city	and	around	campus.	
•	 Manchester	offers	an	extensive	bus	system	for	travel	about	the	city.	Bus	passes	can	be	purchased	from	the	

Students’ Union. Students are encouraged to purchase a bus pass as early as possible. This should cost about 90 
pounds. 

•		Getting	a	bus	pass	will	be	necessary	if	you	live	in	Fallowfield.	(2012)
•	 Students	can	buy	a	weekly	“Megarider”	pass	for	about	$50	per	month.

International Travel
•	 When	traveling	between	countries	make	sure	to	follow	and	complete	all	visa	requirements	for	all	countries	you	

plan to visit.
•	Buy	a	converter	before	you	leave	the	US;	they	are	readily	available	at	Target	or	any	like	stores.
•	 Students	in	the	past	have	traveled	a	great	deal	more	than	originally	expected.	Keep	this	in	mind	when	budgeting	

and packing. Many students over pack. Appliances such as straighteners, hair dryers, electric shavers, etc can be 
bought	in	country;	as	well	as	toiletries,	bedding,	and	many	other	bulky	items.	This	will	save	room	in	your	bag	as	
well as solve any wattage conversion problems you will encounter. 

•	 Buy	plane	tickets	and	make	travel	arrangements	as	least	a	week	in	advance	if	you	want	a	cheaper	price.	
•	 Flights	around	Europe	can	be	relatively	inexpensive	when	flying	with	low	cost	carriers.	Recommended	airlines	are	

Ryanair(www.Ryanair.com),	Easyjet	(www.easyjet.com),	and	BMIBaby	(www.BMIbaby.com).	
•	 A	great	site	for	looking	up	flight	costs	is	www.Skyscanner.com.	This	allows	students	to	find	the	cheapest	flights	to	

anywhere from any airport. For a weekend traveler that doesn’t care where they end up (as long as it’s cheap), this 
site	is	perfect.	The	site	combines	Ryanair	and	Easyjet	among	other	low	cost	carriers.	

•	 These	airlines	are	the	cheapest	and	most	used	by	students.	Be	aware	that	because	of	their	price	they	have	more	
of a likeliness of being cancelled or delayed. Be prepared, you are bound to encounter one travel glitch, take it in 
stride! 

•	 Students	have	recommended	avoiding	AirBerlin	if	possible,	due	
to	their	frequent	delays	and	cancelations.	

•	 For	the	flight	over	to	England	and	back,	utilize	www.
StudentUniverse.com. Students have had great luck with 
affordable prices. Double check to make sure that you are flying 
directly into Manchester, this is the most convenient. 

•	 Do	not	use	priceline	for	cheap	air	prices.	While	it	may	be	
practical, if cancelled they will not reschedule unless a new 
flight goes to the exact same cities, which may not happen for 
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an extended period of time. 
•	 Print	out	all	boarding	passes	prior	to	your	flight.	Additional	fees	can	be	imposed	for	the	travelers	who	have	not	

done so.
•	 Look	into	all	bag	size	requirements.	All	modes	of	transportation	will	check	to	make	sure	that	the	bag	has	the	right	

weight and dimensions. If it is too heavy or too big they will ask you to check it and pay another fee. 
•	 Do	some	research	into	the	STA	tours	through	Barnes	and	Noble	before	departure.	Students	have	said	that	they	

travel to a lot of different places for an affordable price. 

Train
•	 Recommended	train	companies	for	travel	around	the	UK	include	Virgintrains.com	and	Nationalrail.co.uk
•	 Students	can	purchase	a	student	rail	pass	that	discounts	all	future	train	tickets.	The	savings	can	add	up	quickly	if	

you	are	planning	to	utilize	the	train.	

Hostels
•	 Hostels	offer	a	great	way	to	sleep	for	cheap	while	traveling.	Staying	in	a	hostel	can	be	a	great	and	exciting	way	to	

meet people. 
•	 Most	hostels	provide	lots	of	information	about	what	to	do	in	the	city.	Check	them	out!	
•	 Many	cities	offer	free	walking	tours.	Check	out	New	Europe	Tours,	information	is	usually	available	at	the	hostels,	

but they are easily searchable online. Cheap pub crawls are also usually offered and meet outside a given hostel. 
These are both great ways to learn about different cities and meet people from all over the world. Be warned that 
the guides for the free walking tours are paid by way of tips, and will mention this at the beginning and end of 
the tour. Students have said they give them whatever they are willing to give, and whatever they think that it was 
worth. 

•	 For	a	great	listing	of	hostels	all	over	the	world	visit:	www.hostelworld.com	or	www.hostelbookers.com.	Look	for	
ones that offer complimentary breakfast, this can make for a great money saver!

•	 London	is	only	two	hours	by	train.	In	the	past	students	have	made	several	trips	to	London.	
•	 Through	Megabus	(megabus.com)	students	can	pay	about	5-12	pounds	to	get	to	London.	This	is	extremely	cheap	

but the ride is notably longer. However, the beautiful English country side makes the 4.5 hour ride more bearable. 
•	 If	in	London,	get	an	Oyster	Card	for	travel	on	the	Tube	(London’s	subway	system).	These	are	available	at	all	Tube	

stations. An Oyster Card acts like a debit card and deducts value for each ride. These can be topped up at machines 
in each tube station.

•	 When	in	London,	students	will	run	into	menu	prices	that	are	extraordinarily	expensive.	The	best	advice	is	–	when	
in London, eat at pubs. Everything costs from 5 to 12 pounds and portions are generous.

Places to Visit
•	Some	past	Fisher	students	have	recommended	seeing	a	Manchester	United	Game,	going	to	Tiger	Tiger,	Sankeys,	

Joshua	Brooks,	Rockbox,	Font,	Curry	Mile	or	Factory	within	Manchester.	
•	Outside	of	Manchester,	they	have	recommended	visiting	Paris	and	taking	a	train	to	London.

university tiPs 
Classes and Scheduling

•	 Graded	assignments	or	exams	are	usually	not	until	the	end	of	the	semester.	Do	not	put	off	studying	until	the	very	
end of the class. Students have said that they wished they would have kept up with classes from the beginning 
avoiding cramming in the last couple of weeks. 

•	 International	Marketing,	International	Business	and	Operations	701	are	recommended	by	students.	They	are	said	
to be fun, entertaining and not too strenuous in the past. 

Manchester Business School - Manchester, England: From a Student’s Perspective
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•			The	website	can	be	very	helpful:	http://www.manchester.ac.uk/	
•	 OSU	language	courses	are	typically	post-evaluated	for	equivalency.	If	you	are	planning	to	take	language	courses	

abroad, keep that in mind. If you are in a language minor, talk with your academic advisor regarding taking 
language courses abroad.

Orientation 
•	 Don’t	miss	the	orientation,	it’s	awesome.	At	Manchester	this	is	called	Freshers’	Week.	
•	 During	Freshers’	Week	information	sessions	and	tours	are	held	during	the	day	and	big	events	are	held	every	night.	

Manchester students chaperon international students to parties. Expect to pay about 10 pounds for a set of tickets 
that give access to large clubs in Manchester. 

Buddies	and	Organizations
•	 Manchester	has	a	program	in	which	they	pair	incoming	international	students	with	English	“Buddies”	who	will	

help with any issues upon arrival. Often these students can meet you when you arrive in Manchester. Students are 
encouraged	to	reach	out	to	their	buddies	early	as	they	will	often	be	among	the	first	acquaintances	in	Manchester.	
Usually	these	buddies	are	a	part	of	the	Manchester	University	International	Society	which	organizes	Freshers’	
Week. 

•	 International	Business	Society	is	awesome.	It	gives	exchange	students	the	opportunity	to	meet	and	form	
relationships with other students from all around the world. 

•	 Outside	of	the	university	there	are	other	ways	to	get	involved.	Whether	you	are	religious	or	not,	the	churches	can	
be a great way to meet friendly people and discover some new understandings! Platt Fields Church is a Church of 
England institution. The people are friendly and nice. There is a social hour after church as well as a student bible 
study on Thursday nights. The service with the most students is at 6:30 pm on Sunday, its located right next to 
Platt Fields Park. 

Sports
•	 There	is	a	‘Sports	Fair,’	shortly	after	arrival	and	it	is	really	fun!	It	includes	rock	climbing	and	other	activities.
•	 Students	can	purchase	game	tickets	for	a	discounted	price.	Wait	until	you	get	there	to	take	advantage	of	this.	If	

you go to the Union with a group of friends you can purchase tickets all in the same section. The games are very 
exciting and worth the money!

Career fairs
•	 During	the	fall	semester,	career	fairs	are	common.	It	is	helpful	to	know	going	in	that	often	recruiters	are	interested	

in students for internships, which generally are not available to non-EU members. That said, career fairs can be a 



10

Manchester Business School - Manchester, England: From a Student’s Perspective

great way for students to build networking skills and to learn about companies 
that they might like to work with in the future. 

Facilities
•	 Club	sports	are	available	for	international	students.	The	orientation	session	will	

explain.
•	 The	University	of	Manchester	owns	a	gym	called	Armitage	located	in	Fallowfield.	

For those students that feel the need to keep up work out routines, this option 
costs 90 pounds for membership.

•	 Printing	is	available	on	campus	through	computer	labs	at	the	business	school	
or in Fallowfield’s computer cluster located above the reception office.  Bring a 
thumb drive!

Dress 
•	 Dress	is	informal.	Students	in	Manchester	wear	pretty	much	whatever	they	want	

at	all	times.	Get	ready	to	see	some	crazy	party-garb!
•	 If	looking	to	fit	in	with	the	typical	Europeans,	dress	as	if	you	were	going	out	to	

downtown Columbus. For guys, students recommend bringing button up shirts 
or nice short sleeved shirts for the nightlife. For girls, students recommend bringing leggings, tights, skirts, dresses 
and/or boots for going out.  

•	 Bring	less	clothes	than	you	initially	plan,	not	only	is	this	good	for	travel	but	past	students	never	realized	the	appeal	
of shopping (and thus the amount of new clothes they bought) until arriving in fashion-forward Europe! 

•	 Bring	an	umbrella	with	you	at	all	times	because	of	the	unpredictable	weather.

sAFety tiPs 
•	 As	in	all	foreign	places,	be	vigilant	of	your	surroundings	and	avoid	walking	alone	at	night	if	possible.	
•	 While	it	is	wise	to	carry	around	money	at	all	times,	you	should	keep	this	at	a	minimum.	Carrying	a	large	amount	

of currency during travel can make you an easier target to theft. Avoid bringing anything of extreme sentimental 
value.

•	 When	navigating	yourself	in	the	host	country	or	on	a	trip,	move	in	groups	and	communicate	your	whereabouts	as	
a pre-cautionary measure.

•	 Keep	emergency	numbers	specific	to	your	host	country	with	you	at	all	times.
•	 Students	will	find	that	Fallowfield	is	full	of	students	and	is	therefore	quite	safe.	This	is	due	to	the	fact	that	there	is	a	

constant flow of people combined with the vast presence of campus police. 
•		Despite	being	generally	safe,	Manchester	has	a	number	of	dark	alleys	which	should	be	avoided.
•		For	students	who	choose	to	use	a	bicycle,	beware;	bike	theft	is	common.	Students	should	take	precaution	by	

always locking their bikes. 
•		If	staying	in	hostels	it	is	advised	to	bring	a	lock	to	protect	your	valuables.	

miscellAneous tiPs 
Shopping

•	 Most	shopping	is	at	the	city	centre	in	Manchester	(about	25-30	minutes	by	bus).	There	are	tons	of	clothes	stores,	
bookstores,	cell	phone	stores,	hair	salons,	and	other	in	the	nearby	mall,	Arnade.	Restaurants	and	fun	stores	are	
nearby Arnade as well. Get your shopping shoes on!

•	 There	is	another	recommended	shopping	mall,	Trafford	Center,	by	bus	it	is	about	30-45	minutes	and	has	a	wide	
array of shops where perhaps you may find a goodie!
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•	 Buy	a	converter	before	you	leave	the	US;	they	are	readily	available	at	Target	or	any	like	stores.	All	other	appliances	
such as hair dryers, straighteners, electric shavers, etc.- you should purchase once you get to the country. Toiletries 
can also be a waste of space in luggage, it is recommended to purchase these items once you arrive. 

Language
•	 	The	Scottish	accent,	Liverpool	accent,	and	some	others	are	very	different	but	students	have	said	after	a	couple	

weeks, they become experts to these accents!
•		When	travelling	to	other	countries,	you	will	undoubtedly	have	issues.	Be	patient.
•	 They	don’t	call	it	trash,	they	call	it	rubbish.	“Put	it	in	the	rubbish	bin.”
•	 If	an	English	person	asks,	“Are	you	okay?”	or	“You	alright?”	they	are	not	assuming	something	is	wrong.	Rather,	it	is	

their	way	of	asking	how	you	are.	Just	respond	with	“yes,”	and	then	you	can	expand	if	you	want	to.	
•	 What	they	call	“chips”	is	what	we	would	think	of	as	thick	French	fries.	What	we	think	is	ham,	they	refer	to	as	bacon.	
•	 Many	people	in	European	countries	speak	English	as	their	second	language.	This	doesn’t	mean	they’ll	be	easy	to	

understand, but often times you can find someone who speaks English at a restaurant, café, store, etc. If not, just 
go with the flow and try to communicate through pointing and other non-verbal ways. If ordering something you 
could point to it on the menu and say it out loud to make sure you and the server are both aware of what you are 
ordering. 

Tidbits
•	 	It	is	advised	that	you	be	very	open	minded	and	patient	when	you	are	on	exchange.	Not	everything	is	going	to	go	

your away while abroad and you will hit major road blocks that you’ve never encountered before, but its best to 
just keep an opened mind and don’t let things get you down. The times that don’t go exactly as planned are going 
to be the biggest learning experiences. (2013)

If	there	are	further	questions	or	concern,	different	resources	are	available	that	students	can	utilize.	The	Office	of	Global	
Business will be a resource throughout the entire trip. Past students have also volunteered to be a contact if additional 
questions	would	arise.
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